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The Holy Spirit's Leadership of the Apostles in the Book of Acts 

 

The Holy Spirit played a pivotal role in guiding and empowering the apostles in the book of Acts. 

Through various manifestations and interventions, the Spirit led them in their mission to spread the 

gospel throughout the world. 

 

1. Choice of the Twelve Apostles (Acts 1:2, 15-26) 

 

The apostles were chosen through a process of prayer and discernment by the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Pentecost and the Birth of the Church (Acts 2:1-4) 

 

The Holy Spirit descended on the apostles at Pentecost, endowing them with the ability to speak in 

tongues and preach the gospel to all nations. 

 

3. Peter's Sermons (Acts 2:14-41) 

 

The Holy Spirit inspired Peter's powerful sermons, which led to the conversion of thousands of people. 

 

4. Healing and Miracles (Acts 3:1-10, 4:30) 

 

The apostles performed miraculous healings and signs, empowered by the Holy Spirit, which drew 

attention to the gospel and confirmed their credibility. 

 

5. Calling of Paul (Acts 9:1-19) 

 

The Holy Spirit appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus, calling him to be an apostle to the 

Gentiles. 

 

6. Spread of the Gospel to Samaria (Acts 8:14-17) 

 

The Holy Spirit sent Philip to Samaria, where he preached the gospel and baptized many people. 

 

7. Conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10:1-48) 

 

The Holy Spirit guided Peter to the home of Cornelius, a Gentile, and led to the conversion of the first 

Gentiles. 

 

8. Church at Antioch (Acts 11:19-30) 

 

The Holy Spirit established the church at Antioch, which became a center for missionary activity. 

 

9. First Missionary Journey (Acts 13:1-3) 

 

The Holy Spirit set apart Paul and Barnabas for their first missionary journey. 



 

10. Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35) 

 

The apostles met in Jerusalem to discuss the issue of Gentile converts, and the Holy Spirit guided their 

decision to accept them into the church. 

 

11. Paul's Second Missionary Journey (Acts 16:6-10) 

 

The Holy Spirit prevented Paul and his companions from preaching in Asia, leading them instead to 

Macedonia. 

 

12. Paul's Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:9-11) 

 

The Holy Spirit encouraged Paul to stay in Corinth for a year and a half, despite opposition. 

 

13. Return to Jerusalem (Acts 21:10-14) 

 

The Holy Spirit warned Paul of the dangers awaiting him in Jerusalem, but he chose to go anyway. 

 

14. Paul's Arrest and Imprisonment (Acts 23:11) 

 

The Holy Spirit appeared to Paul in prison, assuring him of his safety and eventual arrival in Rome. 

 

15. Paul's Trial and Appeal (Acts 25:1-12) 

 

The Holy Spirit inspired Paul's defense before King Agrippa, leading to his appeal to Caesar. 

 

Review 

The book of Acts provides ample evidence of the Holy Spirit's active and indispensable role in guiding 

the apostles. Through visions, prophecies, miracles, and interventions, the Spirit empowered, directed, 

and protected them as they carried out their mission of spreading the gospel to the ends of the earth. 

The Holy Spirit continues to be a guiding force in the church today, leading believers and empowering 

them to fulfill God's purpose. 

Discussion Time…  
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